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Here goes the enticingly expressive words of Jofy John,while in the event of making it's way through
the mellifluous voice of Arun Balakrishnan,instinctly instilled the synergy of beauty and creativity
bringing to fruition the sublime completeness of Draupathi culminating in the eternal manifestation
of art.

'Draupathi- the daughter of Drupada;
She birthed from fire.



Panchali, the wife of Pandavas;

A divine maiden she was

With lotus bud like eyes,

And cloud- like tresses

Lingering the fragrance of blue lotus'.

This week, let's put our spotlight on the dancer who has imparted soul to countless songs including
'Sundara swapname nee enikkekiya varnachirakukal veeshi' from the movie, Guruvayur Kesavan.

Parvathi Suraj
Federal Bank
Pariyaram branch

Parvathi was born to Shri V.C.Vijayan and Smt. Sreedevi who hailed from Thodupuzha and Kottayam
respectively, and had settled in Palakkad as required by their professions. Shri Vijayan, retired as
principal from Sreekrishnapuram V.T. Bhattathiripad College, Palakkad and Smt. Sreedevi, as a
Mathematics professor from NSS College Ottappalam. Parvathi's younger brother, Dr. Ravishankar,
serves as an Assistant Professor of dentistry in Thrissur Medical College.

Parvathi had her early years of education at LSN Girls' High School, Ottapalam where she
transformed as a prodigious talent. At the tender age of four, she commenced her journey into the
world of Bharatanatyam. She proved her skills in Bharatanatyam, Thiruvathira, Margamkali, story
writing, and poetry, winning numerous competitions and earning accolades, including at the revenue
district arts festivals. Her poems were published in Mathrubhumi Weekly, which she still cherishes as
a great achievement.

Her first dance guru was Jyothishree, grand daughter of the legendary Koothu artist, Mani Madhava
Chakyar. However, as academics demanded greater focus, Parvathy’s parents urged a pause in her
artistic pursuits, a decision she honoured.

Her aspiration to pursue studies outside Kerala led her to PSG Krishnammal College in Coimbatore for
higher secondary studies, followed by a BSc in Agriculture at Vellore Campus under the aegis of Tamil
Nadu Agricultural University. It was during these years that art reclaimed its place in her life. Parvathi
resumed Bharatanatyam with renewed vigour and stood first at intercollegiate competitions for four

years in a row. She earned the coveted Miss Kalavai title in 2006.

During that time, a renowned Tamil film director discerned her talent at a college event, and offered
her a leading role in his upcoming project. Yet, Parvathi, mindful of familial restrictions, politely
declined the opportunity.

When graduating in 2007 she was a university rank holder in three subjects. Soon after, Parvathi got
selected as an Officer trainee at ICICI Bank. In 2008, she cleared the probationary officer exam of
Federal Bank and was also selected as an Agricultural Officer through the Public Service Commission.
However, Parvathi chose to join Federal Bank, beginning her career in Kozhikode.

Parvathi has since worked in branches across Kerala, including City branch, Ramanattukara branch
and Koratty branch. She got posted in Kuravilangad branch upon promotion in 2012 following which
she served in Kanjikode and Irinjalakuda branches. Thereafter she was posted as the branch head of



Pulloott branch and presently she is working at Pariyaram branch.

In 2008, she married Suraj, a Marine Engineer from Chalakudy. At first, she kept her dance a secret,
but he accidentally came to know about it during a get together of friends. His encouragement
rekindled her love for dance. She resumed her training under the tutelage of Ms. Ramya Shivaraman,
a certified trainer at Kalaikaveri College of Arts and Sciences headquartered in Trichy, and she has
also been learning Mohiniyattam under Shihab Sarang.

Suraj, her unwavering supporter, and their sons, Parth, a seventh grader, and Siddharth, a sixth
grader pursuing their education at CMI school in Chalakudy stand as pillars of strength, ever cheering
her on.

It was through Talented Bankers that she garnered new connections, which led her to new realms of
creativity. That is how she found herself embodying Draupadi, dancing alongside the poetic words of
Jof John. Sudheer Gopalakrishnan’s cinematography enhanced her confidence.

Though she has not been able to attend Talented Bankers meet yet, Parvathi eagerly awaits to attend
the upcoming TB Meet in Trivandrum in May 2025, and the chapter meet of Thrissur and Palakkad
Chapter scheduled on January 19th.

Talented Bankers Community wishes the best for Parvathi and her family. May she continue to
illuminate the world of art, gracing social media and Talented Bankers platforms with her ever-
evolving creativity.



